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the whole station was aroused by a shriek from the wireless
operator.

"They have landed!"

Actually the flight had not been without its anxiety for the
leaders. About an hour after setting off one of the mechanics
had noticed a stream of vapour rising from the centre port
engine. He thought at first it was the exhaust, but careful
examination showed that there was a leak in the cooling system
and the special anti-freeze solution was disappearing. If the
supply ran out that engine would certainly stop.

<c Can you manage a repair? " asked Schmidt.

" Only if we land first/' replied the mechanic.

The chief pilot was startled by the report, but decided to
fly on, even if it meant flying with only three engines working.
However, two of the mechanics found a solution to the problem.
They first located the leak, and tried to stop it with tape. But
the fluid still came through, so they applied damp cloths which
absorbed the leakage. Then they squeezed the cloth into a
pail, and from the pail pumped it back into the radiator. In
this way not much fluid was lost, and the engine continued
running smoothly. The mechanics continued this irksome task
until the Pole was reached, although their bare hands were
frozen and chapped until the blood flowed.

During the flight the wireless generator had burned out, so
that it was some time before they were able to announce their
safe arrival: " After establishment of radio transformer on
new Polar station. Ice-floe on which we are stationed lies
about 20 kilometres beyond Pole ... quite suitable for scientific
station. Possible make fine aerodrome here to take other planes
with station cargo."

In the next twenty-four hours five tents sprang up on the
ice-floe, and already weather reports were being issued. They
were already studying the drift of the floe and were preparing
for the coming of the main party. The three other planes set off
from Rudolph Land on May 25. Two arrived safely, but the
third, under Mazuruk, got out of line, and for two days the
Polar station heard no news of him. Then news arrived via
the wireless station at Cape Chelyuskin that Mazuruk had
landed safely. Soon direct contact was established and bear-